The Wedding Ceremonies Sampler

Extracts from Bruce McGrail’s Marriage Ceremonies Resource Pack
1:1 Dearly Beloved, We come together afternoon so that *…. and *…. may be joined in marriage and I welcome you here on their behalf.  They wanted you, their family and friends to be included, to witness this and rejoice with them in this important occasion.  They have asked for a ceremony that is brief and to the point and which will see them legally married … the legal requirements are quite simple - that each of you make at least one clear, well-defined declaration in the presence of witnesses, and once you have exchanged these and other words which form your vows, you sign the marriage certificates. Simple enough!

1:2  Greetings and introduction of self as Bruce.    We welcome you as friends and relatives of *... and *...  They wanted you to be part of this wonderful event/moment and to celebrate with them the joy of this occasion as they become husband and wife/ the fact that today, they become husband and wife.   ... and ... have thought in some depth about their relationship and decided there does exist, the substance and the will to make this stronger. … they will both win as they each search for how to create a place of understanding and trust for the other and discover the extra strength and quality of living which is to be experienced when two consciously and deliberately walk together in direction and intention.

1:3   Friends, welcome.  We're here for a marriage.  We stand well,  almost in awe, of a beautiful bride and a groom who has scrubbed up well. *... and *... believe marriage to be a good decision, and one which they have considered well and are ready for.  They know a good marriage calls for more than fuzzy feelings and good intentions   ... marriage which really works for them both, has some pretty important foundation stones ... stones like ... 

1:5  …  There can be so much starry-eyed romantic nonsense about marriage.  Marriage is not a dreamy hot-bed of warm fuzzies.   Marriage is feet on the ground … four feet … usually pointed in the same direction, but sometimes not, and this means there are things to work out.  Marriage is about more than feelings … it is about life at its most real level … two very down-to-earth people … they know where they’ve been … 

1:6  Friends and family of .... and .... welcome, … Deeply seated within most of us is the hope that we can find a person to "belong" with ...  someone to give to in a generous loving and nurturing way ... someone to have as a true companion to grow old with ... There are real advantages which come to us as we put on the years …   I say this, because .... and ..... will not have come to this place today without good  thought and careful judgement … They are not youthful novices! 

1:7  Jason couldn't see much of her.  The wet-suit gave a good outline, but the dive tanks and mask weren't flattering.  However, her voice was captivating, and before long, Jason was a smitten man!  (proceed to tell something of the story of meeting and courtship)
1:8  We are gathered together because *... and *.... both genuinely enjoy the relationship they share, and believe there does exist, the substance and the will to keep what they have, forever. They want to spend the rest of their lives together, working together, building together, supporting each other, and building family life in the recognised relationship of husband and wife. They have decided that to continue on in their present modus as partners no longer reflects the true nature of their affection  … 

1:9 … And so, with all the rightful and proper celebration, happiness, and revelry of this day, something profound in depth and meaning becomes established in you both … and we as witnesses are warmed and take heart by the continuation of a process that has stood society in great stead since the dawn of creation.

1:10  Written in the earliest pages of the Bible  are these words.  "And the Lord God said, 'it is not good that man should be alone ' " .  God was not saying that Adam was pathetic without some good partnership … , 

5:1... to have and to hold from this day forward... for better for worse ... for richer for poorer ... in sickness and in health   ... to love and to cherish 

5:2   ... I respect you, I believe in you, I trust you and I love you.  I know we can add to each other and achieve something good together … Through enjoyable times or difficult times, I vow to be your constant companion as long as we live.    

5:3  ..., in the company of these witnesses, I take you today, June 18th 1857  to be my wife.  If I can promise only one thing, it is to give you my unconditional love.  If there is only one thing I could commit to you, it is  … 

5:4   ... We have come through some deep waters and we have survived ... we have grown stronger.  In good times and hard times, in sickness and in health, in prosperity or in want ... whatever might come our way, I promise to be your constant strength … in this moment, for this lifetime.
5:6  have the potential to achieve a lot together, to satisfy each other and provide a loving, stable and inspiring home for our children … I want you to be at rest in these words: I will be always faithful to you; I will always be honest with you; I will provide and care for your needs as best I can;  in times of difficulty, sickness or distress, you can count on me to be with you in heart and in action … 

5:7   … I leave behind all which has gone before to build a new future with you as my wife/husband. In the good and in the difficult, I will be steadfast in my commitment to you. Where you go, I will go. Where you stay, I will stay. Your people will be my people, and your God my God (or your dreams my dreams).  I give thanks for your genuine heart, which gives me confidence.  

5:10   … I will laugh with you, cry with you, dream with you, grow old with you.  You have imperfections which might never change, but you delight me 
5:13 - a list of beliefs and expectations to which could be added the required legal words
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
I Love you and ask for nothing in return

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Be gentle with my heart and it will always serve you 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
I release the need to be right and to prove you wrong.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
I promise to resolve any disharmony on the day it occurs.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
You are a gift from God to me and I thank God for you.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
I will hobble with you arm-in-arm when we are old


etc etc ... adding own personalised thoughts  

8.1 *...  and *..., you have expressed the love and affection you have for each other, and your hopes for the future … May you both find the grace to be loyal and faithful, and to support each other throughout your lives together … and generously share in each other's joys.  With the love you have for each other, this shouldn't be too difficult.  As a marriage celebrant appointed under the law of New Zealand, I now pronounce you husband and wife.  Johnny, you may kiss your bride.

8.2  Well, you've both signed yourselves up for something pretty big.  The joys are bigger when they're shared.  You've signed yourselves up for…Your family and friends believe in you. They believe in you as individuals.  They believe in you together.  And we all wish for you the very best; every health, every happiness, every fulfilment.   May God bless you both.  Congratulations.  The Bride has become a wife.  The Groom has become a husband … Let’s have a kiss to seal it!

8:4  The words you have taken ownership of today are very good and have been spoken I am sure, with truth. Do nothing to diminish their value. Do everything to enhance their depth.  The journey ahead as you both know … 
8:6  Well, you've done it. You've exchanged your vows, you've got some new hardware on your fingers, you've stayed smiling, and stayed on your feet

10:1 It is our wish O God, to acknowledge You in this moment of great delight  as J and E come to be joined in marriage.  In creating us, you have designed us for this.  Because of Your interest in who we are, and in what we do, and because of Your commitment to us, we invite you to add your presence and blessing to this couple (and to all this ceremony holds,) and their future together, in Jesus' Name.  AMEN.
10:3  Irish Blessing.
May the road rise up to meet you,

may the wind be always at your back,

10:6  Benedictory Blessing (non-religious)
Beyond the joys of this moment

Beyond the meanings of ceremony

May you enter your days with confidence and peace.

May you continue … 

10:8  J and E, (you have not eloped.  That is very clear, and we're jolly glad you didn't.)  We are delighted you have chosen to include us.  By including us, you have allowed us to reach out to you in love and blessing.  Blessing is a work of the spirit and in extending our hearts to you in love, in affirmation and blessing, we become collaborators in your joy.  J & E, we bless you.

And we will ask God to do the same.  And so Lord God, as two of your created ones have found some measure of Your love, and reflect that to each other, will You add Your grace and blessing and inspiration to their pathway.

Readings

Note:  For reason of copyright, some of the readings introduced below will not be in the Resource Pack available for purchase via the Web.

The Owl and the Pussycat went to sea

In a beautiful pea-green boat:

Edward Lear

SONNET CXVI WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Let me not to the marriage of true minds

Admit impediments.  Love is not love … 

My true love hath my heart, and I have his,

By just exchange one for the other given.

SIR PHILIP SIDNEY

WHAT COLOUR IS LOVE?

An apple is red.

the sun is yellow … 

what colour is love?

Joan Walsh Aglund 1967
A good marriage must be created.

In The Art of Marriage the little things - are the big things.

It is never being too old … 

Wilfred A Paterson

If two are caring, as they're sharing life's hopes and fears

If the music of laughter … 

Then Marriage is Love.

Gloria Matthews
From THE PROPHET by Kahlil Gibran

You were born together, and together you shall be for evermore.

You shall be together when… 

Let me be the person that you  walk with in the mountains … 

Susan Polis Schutz

from Virginibus Puerisque

R.L. Stevenson (1850-1894)

Love should run out to meet love with open arms … 

Today a new sun rises for me; 

everything lives … 

Ninon de L'Enclos to the Marquis de Sevigny in the 1600s

Marriage Joins Two People in the circle of its Love

Edmund O’Neill

Some people see only the sun

reflected on some still mountain lake ...  

Larry Tyler
Now you will feel no rain,

for each of you will be a shelter to the other … 

Apache Song - translator unknown

Now touch the air softly,

Step gently.  One, two ...

I'll love you till roses

Are robin's-egg blue; 

William Jay Smith

The relation between any two decently married people 

changes profoundly every few years … D.H. Lawrence.
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love,

I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

Love is patient and kind;

Love is not jealous or boastful … 

The Bible

Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?

Thou art more lovely and more temperate:

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May … 

William Shakespeare
THE PASSIONATE SHEPHERD TO HIS LOVE

Christopher Marlowe

Come live with me and be my Love,

And we will all the pleasures prove … 

Building a good marriage and building a good log fire are similar in many ways.  

You build a fire … Josephine Lowan
I Love you not only for what you are…

Roy Croft

When we first got married, we made a pact.  It was this: 

Albert Einstein on his 50th wedding anniversary.
From Jonathan Livingstone Seagull By Richard Bach

Jonathan Seagull spent the rest of his days alone, 

but he flew way out beyond the far cliffs.  

His one sorrow was not solitude; 

it was that other gulls refused to believe the glory of flight that awaited them; 

they refused to open their eyes and see.

Written with a pen

Sealed with a kiss

If you are my friend,

Please answer this:

Are we friends or are we not? … 

The A.B.Cs of Marriage

Absolutely adore each other

Be best friends … 

Inspire and Intrigue each other

Joke and laugh and have fun

Kiss Kiss Kiss …

The Road Not Taken

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood.

And sorry that I could not travel both …

I took the one less travelled by,

And that has made all the difference.

Robert Frost

Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning 

made them male and female, and said … 

Bible: MATTHEW Ch 19
from SONG OF SONGS

Chapter 2: 10-13 The Bible

The voice of my beloved!

My beloved spoke and said to me:

